A case of a 25 year old man with the black variety of trichomicosis pubis is presented on account of its extreme rareity. Scanning electron microscopy confirms that trichomicosis pubis is caused by bacterial colonisation of the pubic hair and shows that bacteria are able to penetrate cuticular horny cells directly through their free plasma membrane.
Introduction
Trichomycosis, a bacterial infection of axillary or less commonly of pubic hair, was first described by Paxton in 1869.' Clinically, adherent granular, yellow, red or black, concretions are present on the hair shaft, a few millimeters from the follicular ostium. The underlying skin is normal. This condition is usually asymptomatic. However, in the affected areas, the sweat, and the overlying clothing, are sometimes stained with the same colour as the concretions. The 
